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RULES AND CONDITIONS OF COMPETITION 2011 

ELIGIBILITY 
1. This competition is open only to non- professional performers who are a financial member of a Country Music Club who 

is in turn an affiliated member of the Qld Country Music Festivals Champion of Champions Association Inc (“the 
Association”). Non-professional is defined as one who performs solely for amusement as opposed to remuneration. Self-
funded and self-distribution recordings of the minimum number of copies (500) are acceptable. 
 
For the purposes of these Rules and Conditions, the definition of professional is any or all of the following: 
- One who earns the majority of their income as a performer 
- One who has toured professionally for monetary reward 
- One who has sponsorship contracts 
- One who is a contracted artist to a commercial studio/recording company, or who has released a self-

funded recording via a distributor other than themselves. 
2. School teachers teaching a musical instrument are not classed as qualified professional music teachers and therefore are 

regarded as a non-professional performer providing they do not choose to become a Festival Judge. Professional music 
teachers are ineligible to compete. 

3. Festival judges must NOT compete; conversely if an artist wants to continue to compete they must not seek to become a 
festival Judge.  This rule also applies to “Trainee” Judges.  Should festival judges decide to cease judging, then they must 
compete for a minimum of 12 months and be ineligible for champs.  In the following 12 months, then they will then be 
eligible to qualify for Champs.  

ELIGIBILITY YEAR 
4. The eligible year is the period of time between the annual Championships during which contestants may qualify for 

invitation to the Qld Champion of Champions competition. 

FESTIVAL FORMAT 
5. Entry to the competition is by invitation only and contestants may appear only once per Section.  
6. Contestants accepting an invitation, must be a financial member of a Country Music Club, which is a financially 

affiliated member of the Association. 
7. The Association will issue invitations. Invitations will be forwarded to First and Second placegetters of relevant 

sections in Country Music competitions held by clubs who are affiliated members of the Association.   
7. (a) Eligible contestants must officially accept the invitation if they have the intention of performing at this championship. 

This acceptance will allow their name to be included in the Championship programme. Acceptance of the invitation will 



also bind the contestant to these rules and conditions of competition. Failure to accept the invitation by the nominated 
deadline will disqualify the contestant from appearing at the Championship. 

 (b) A $20 Registration Fee per person applies to every competitor in the competition. This fee is payable only once, 
irrespective of the number of Sections in which the competitor appears. The fee is payable by each member of a Duo or 
Group, the names of whom must be supplied on the Acceptance form. Any alterations must be advised to the Event 
Manager as soon as possible, and wristbands of those not required be returned. A record will be kept of all substitutions. 
See also Rule 33.  Payment of the Registration fee entitles the competitor to unlimited entry to the championship. Proof 
of identification may be required at the event to prevent fraudulent entry.  Non-competitors (i.e.) individual backing 
musicians) will be required to pay full entry fee. Lost or misplaced wristbands will attract a charge of $2. 

8. All songs performed at this Championship must be Country (in the Judge’s opinion). 

BACKING BAND 
9. (a) A professional resident backing band will be provided to those contestants who require backing and will be  

available throughout all sections leading up to and including the Grand Final. All backing will be by live musicians. 
Pre-recorded backing on tape, disc or other media is not permitted. 

(b) Whilst the number of instruments on stage is not limited, at the stage manager’s discretion, they may limit the 
number of instruments permitted on stage at any one time – due to limited resources.  

(c) During the course of the Sections, contestants may use either their own backing or they may use part or all of the 
resident band 

(d) Grand Final contestants are required to use the resident band; however the addition of one musician is 
acceptable.  This musician is over and above the instruments used as part of the ‘act’ 

(e) The only keyboard that is permitted to be used at this championship is the rig that has been supplied as part of the 
back-line equipment.  This is due to time and fairness to other competitors.  Unfortunately, the drums cannot be 
altered in any way.  This means that should you wish to use your own drummer, they will need to be able to play the 
kit that is supplied and as it is supplied. (i.e. cymbals etc) 

SECTIONS 
10. (a) The following sections will be conducted during the Championship: 

Juvenile Male & Female Vocal 
Junior Duet 
Junior Instrumental 
Junior Male & Female Vocal 
Open Group 
Senior Duet 

Senior Instrumental 
Senior Female Vocal 
Senior Male Vocal 
Masters 50-65 yrs & 65 Years + 
Songwriter’s  

(b) Sections will be broken into age group heats within the category.  For example Juvenile will have 2 heats 10-12 and 
9 and under; each one will run through with a five-minute comfort break for the judges, this will depend on the 
number of contestants per section. 

(c) Contestants will be required to perform one (1) song in the Section in which they are competing. 
(d) Songwriter’s competition will be pre-judged with five (3) finalists in each age group being chosen to perform during 

the Championship.  A fresh panel of song writing judges will then judge the 5 finalists again. 
11. Backing vocals in any format in solo Sections are not permitted. 
12. The titles of Juvenile Champion, Junior Champion, Masters Champion, and Senior Champion & Overall Champion of 

Champions shall be determined from the Grand Final. 
13. Announcement of names of Finalists will be made as soon as practicable after the completion of all of the Sections, at the 

discretion of the Committee. 
 

GRAND FINAL 
14. The following sections and numbers of competitors will compete in the Grand Final: 

Juvenile Male & Female Vocal 2 
Junior Instrumental 2 
Junior Duet 2 
Junior Male & Female Vocal 2 
Senior Instrumental 2 
Senior Duet 2 

Senior Male Vocal  2 
Senior Female Vocal 2 
Masters 50-65  2 
Masters 65+  2 
Open Group  2

           �
15. Should any solo contestant qualify for the Grand Final as a solo vocalist they may also appear as an Instrumentalist or as 

part of a Group or Duet. 
16. Grand Finalists will be required to perform two (2) songs, one of which must be a song that they have not performed 

over the championship.  It is preferred that one song is slow (ballad style) and the other a country rock, however this is 
not regulated.  



GENERAL 
17. Sound equipment, including drum kit, keyboard, amplifiers and PA system, will be arranged by the Qld Country Music 

Champion of Champions Committee and will be the only equipment used on stage with the exception of individual 
musical instruments. Special amplifiers may be permitted by prior arrangement with the Qld Country Music Festivals 
Champion of Champions Committee.  

18. Unless prior arrangements have been made and approved by the Qld Country Music Champion of Champions Committee 
any contestant who is unavailable at their scheduled appearance time will be disqualified.  

19. Every effort will be made to adhere to the programme schedule; however the Committee will accept no liability or 
responsibility for inconvenience or loss as a result of changes to the schedule due to unforeseen circumstances. 

20. Contestants must obey the direction of the MC, Stage Manager and Marshals at all times.  Contestants are expected to 
report to the Stage Manager at least 30 minutes prior to the commencement of their Section and to remain in the near 
vicinity of the Marshalling area until time of performances 

21. All contestants and their backing musicians must be dressed neatly when on stage, preferably in attire appropriate to the 
calibre of this Championship. Finalists are expected to dress in stage attire for the presentation ceremony. 

22. Kedron-Wavell Services Club reserves the right to expect all guests to observe their Dress Code (no thongs, t-shirts, 
runners, etc) NO BARE MIDRIFFS  (on or off stage). Hats of any type must not be worn whilst in the Kedron Wavell 
Services Club, except when on stage.  This is a rule common with all RSL/Services Clubs as a measure of respect for all 
those fallen in the defence of our Country. 

23. Conduct of all competitors whilst in the confines of the Kedron-Wavell Services Club will be appropriate to any venue of 
this type and any individual considered to be in breach of appropriate conduct will be asked to cease the inappropriate 
action or to leave the premises. 

24. Qld Country Music Festivals Champion of Champions Committee, its sponsors and volunteers will not be liable 
for any loss or damage of property during the course of this Championship. 

25. During the course of this Championship, the Qld Country Music Festivals Champion of Champions Committee will have 
general management and control of the competition, and shall have the authority to interpret and apply these Rules and 
Conditions of Competitions on any matter relating to the competition where these Rules and Conditions are silent. 
Queries should be directed in all instances to the Events Manager OR President. 

AGE GROUPS 
26. In all instances Juvenile Sections cover the age group up to and including twelve (12) years of age. An individual 

contestant will be deemed to be a Juvenile if he or she is 12 years of age or under at the date of the first festival within the 
Champion of Champions eligibility year.  Juveniles turning 13 years of age during the eligibility year and also qualifying 
within the Junior age group may elect to compete either as a Juvenile or as a Junior but not in both. 

27. In all instances Junior Sections cover the age group from thirteen (13) up to and including seventeen (17) years of age. 
An individual contestant will be deemed to be a Junior if he or she is 17 years of age or under at the date of the first 
festival within the Champion of Champions eligibility year.  Juniors turning 18 years of age during the eligibility year 
and also qualifying within the Senior age group may elect to compete either as a Junior or as a Senior but not in both 

28. Masters Section age group covers those aged 50 years and over. Contestants from this Section cannot also appear in the 
Senior Male or Senior Female Vocal Sections. 

29. Wherever possible Sections will be split into Male/Female depending on the number of contestants accepting invitations. 
30. A Duet eligible to compete in the Championship must compete with the same partners with whom they qualified. No 

substitutions are allowed. In the case of where an invited duet consisting of one Juvenile or Junior and one Senior they 
must compete in the age group of the eldest competitor (i.e. Juv/Jnr combination to be in Junior, Jnr/Snr combination to 
be a Senior) 

31. Open Group/Band section must compete with a least 67% of the original band members when they qualified. Names are 
to be supplied on the acceptance form. 

 

JUDGING PROCESS 
32. Allocation of Points – Judges will take the following areas into consideration: 

Country Content 
Suitability of Material    
Presentation    
Vocal/Musical Ability 
Commercial Viability of Act   
Entertainment Value   

 Note: 
 *Suitability of Material includes age suitability 

*Presentation includes dress, use of stage, body expression, microphone technique, handling of instruments, etc. 
*Vocal/Musical Ability includes pitch, tone, projection, diction, breathing, timing and in the case of Instruments, 
competency in choice of instrument. 

 *Entertainment – were the judges and audience entertained? 
33. Decisions made by the Championship judges will be final and not subject to appeal or discussion of any form. 
34. Method of Determining Placegetters 

(a) Placegetters will be determined by the Judges allocated points 



(b) In all cases the Toastmasters Ranking System shall be used 
(c) In the event of a tie existing, the appropriate Judges will be consulted, who shall determine the winner without 

reference to Committee or any other person. 
(d) 1st, 2nd and 3rd placegetters in each Section are determined in the initial performance at Champs – the points 

from this part of the competition are not taken into consideration for the Grand Final. 
(e) Performances in the Grand Final determine the Overall Result with each level of the competition being judged 

separately – points do not accumulate.  Overall will be found both from allocated points and judges discussion. 
35. Adjudication Sheets from Sections will be available only at the end of the competition after the Presentation Ceremony. 

No judging sheets will be provided for the Grand Final. The Committee asks that one representative from each Club 
collect same 

PRIZES  
39. Cost of travel/accommodation/incidentals relating to the Trans Tasman Award,  and the Qld Country Music 

Festivals Champion of Champions Assoc Inc is the responsibility of the award winner.  
40. Should a Duet with the Junior Champions prize; prize money and other shareable component of the prize shall be equally 

apportioned between the Duet partners. 
41. Similarly, most of the prizes allocated to the Overall Champion of Champions are intended for a solo act and therefore 

the following portion of the total prize package shall be awarded to a Solo contestant as decided by the Official Judges. 
Automatic entry into the 2012 Trans Tasman Entertainer of the Year Awards and the recording package from Pacific 
International Music. The balance of the prizes shall be awarded to the Group or Duet, and must be utilised by those same 
members. 

42. It shall be the responsibility of the prizewinner to ensure all entitlements of their prize package/s are taken up.  
43. The Committee for the Qld Country Music Festivals Champion of Champions bear no responsibility for any portion of 

their prize not taken due to time limitations or any other reason. 
44. Although all due care is taken, the Committee for the Qld Country Music Festivals Champion of Champions bear no 

responsibility should the sponsor fail to provide the prize/s for any reason. 
45. Other prizes shall be determined on the basis of Official Judges Choice. 
 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION : 
 

CHARTS:  All contestants are required to have three legible copies of chord or bar charts prior to their 
performance. NO CHORD CHARTS - NO PERFORMANCE. (Samples available on the website – 
www.qldchamps.com.au) Regulation of charts are on the agenda, but at this stage it is the 
responsibility of the competitor to ensure that charts are legible and CORRECT.  There is NO 
responsibility on ANYONE else excepting the contestant is the chart is not correct.  Industry accepted 
charts will be required in this competition in the coming year! 

                        Competitors will be required to provide proof of identification on entry to the Championships 
 

ENTRY:         Backing musicians, friends and family are required to pay full entry. There are no exceptions to this 
rule. 

 

VENUE:  Blue Pacific Room 
Kedron-Wavell Services Club 
Hamilton Road 
CHERMISIDE                 Tickets available at the door! 
 

RULES: During the course of the Championship, all queries regarding Rules are to be directed to the Rules 
Scrutineer (President or Vice-President). Any person or persons considered in breach of the Rules and conditions 
mentioned herein risk disqualification.  Other penalties, other then disqualification may apply. 
                 
JUDGING SHEETS:  

Contestant’s sheets are only to be picked up at the completion of all competition and after awards ceremony. If 
you are unable to pick them up please let us know and we can post it to you at a cost of $2. Please note there is 
no finals judging sheets and all sheets that are not collected will be destroyed. 
 When you collect your sheets they will be ordered by name not club.   

 

CHAMPS CONTACT DETAILS:  
 

    Secretary Sam Burgess 
    POST: UNIT 1 / 10 JOHNSTONE  ROAD SOUTHSIDE GYMPIE      0403059588 
      Email: samzburgess@hotmail.com 

 
 



 

REMINDER LIST 
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Raffles and money boards will be operating all week end. �

Entry cost for contestants has been covered by your  
acceptances.  
Door entry for others are as followed:- 
Raffles and money boards will be operating all week end. 
 
   Programs  cost $5.00 (available at door on Saturday) 
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